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Estonia Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts Estonia Prehistoric period 
 

  

10,000 BC : Estonian swamps. The oldest swamps are about 10 000 years old. Swamps 

that are disappeared from most of Europe, have been preserved in Estonia. The second 

biggest city in Estonia, Tartu , was in itially a swamp. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8000-5000 BC : Evidence of some of the oldest prehistoric communities in Estonia, 

hunting and fishing communities that existed around 6500 BC, were found near Kunda 

(along the gulf of Fin land). Th is settlement gave the name to the Kunda culture . 

 

 

 

2500 BC : First people inhabited Muhu island 2 500 years B.C. Muhu is the third largest 

island after Saaremaa and Hiiumaa. Population is now 2000 inhabitants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swamps in Es tonia 

 
 

 

 
 

Muhu Island in the Baltic Sea 

 

 



France Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts France Prehistoric time 
 

  

17,000 years : 

 

Old Lascaux is the setting of a complex of caves in southwestern France  

famous for its Paleo lith ic cave paintings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4500-1700 BC : Neolithic age. 

 

It is most likely from the Neolithic that date the megalithic (large stone) monuments, 

such as the dolmens, menhirs, stone circles and chamber tombs. The most famous of 

these are the Carnac stones (ca. 3300 BC, but may date to as old as 4500 BC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lascaux cave 

 
 

 

 
Carnac stones 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleolithic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cave_painting


Spain Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts Spain Prehistoric time 
 

  

800.000 years old : Site of Atapuerca, located on the valley of river Arlanz 

Arlanz·n, 15 km east of Burgos, on the northern plateau, it is one of the most 

important archeological sites in Europe : Home to the Homo Antecessor, the oldest 

human rests in Europe. World Heritage Site by UNESCO on November 30, 2002.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between c. 16,500 and 14,000 years ago : Altamira cave. The most conspicuous 

sign of prehistoric human settlements are the famous paintings of Altamira located 

near the town of Santillana del Mar (west of the city of Santander). They are 

regarded as paramount instances of cave art. 

 
Paleolithic man occupation was limited to the cave mouth although paintings were 

created throughout the length of the cave. The artists used charcoal and ochre or 

haematite to create the images, often scratching or diluting these dyes to produce 

variances in intensity and creating an impression of chiaroscuro. They also exploited 

the natural contours in the cave walls to give a three-dimensional effect to their 

subjects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atapuerca mountains 

 
 
ñHomo heidelbergensisò 

 
 

Altamira cave 

 

 



Turkey Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts Turkey Prehistoric time 
 

  

About 9000 BC : The ancient Temple of Gºbekli Tepe (South Eastern Turkey, towards 

Syria near one of the Euphrates arms) was erected by hunter-gatherers, before the advent of 

sedentism. Only Flintstone and bone tools have been found as ceramics hadn't been 

invented yet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7500-5700 BC : ¢atal Hºy¿k is the largest and best preserved neolithic site found to date 

in southern Anatolia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3000-2000 BC : Alacahºy¿k was the center of a flourishing autochthonous culture during 

the Early Bronze Age. 

 

 

Gºbekli Tepe 

 
 
Deity seated on a throne flanked by two lionesses found in 

Catal Hºy¿k 

 
 
A sun disk found in tombs in Alacahºy¿k 

   
 
  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter-gatherer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedentism


Austria  Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts Austria  Ancient time : 2000 BC - 450 AD 

 

 Vienna was founded in 500 BC and was a Celtic settlement. It 

became a Roman city in approximately 15 BC and was a frontier 

guarding against the Germanic t ribes of the north.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Estonia Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts Estonia Ancient time : 2000 BC - 450 AD 

 

  

1800 BC : beginning of the Bronze Age in Estonia. 

 

The development of shipbuilding facilitated the spread of 

bronze. Changes took place in burial customs, a new type of 

burial ground spread from Germanic to Estonian areas, 

stone cist graves and cremat ion burials became increasingly 

common aside a s mall number of boat-shaped stone graves. 

 

Stone Cist Graves in Northern Estonia 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

France Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts France Ancient time : 2000 BC - 450 AD 

 

  

Celtic Gaul :  

 

Covering large parts of modern day France, Belgium, 

northwest Germany and northern Italy, Gaul was inhabited 

by many Celtic and Belgae tribes whom the Romans 

referred to as Gauls. 

 

Long before any Roman settlements, Greek navigators 

settled in what would become Provence. The Phoceans 

founded important cities such as Massalia (Marseille) and 

Nikaia (Nice). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50 BCï486 AD : Roman Gaul 

 

Like all Roman Baths, the Thermes de Cluny were freely 

open to the public, and were meant to be, at least partially, a 

means of romanizing the ancient Gaul. 

 

 

 

Massalia (modern Marseille) silver co in with Greek legend, a testimony to 

Greeks in pre-Roman Gaul, 5th-1st century BC. 

 

 
 

The Old Port of Marseille 

 
 
 

 

Julian the Apostate crowned Roman Emperor in the Thermes de Cluny 

(Paris), in February 360. 

 



 
 

Greece Historical Milestones and Cultural Facts Greece Ancient time : 2000 BC - 450 AD 

 



  

c.1900-1650 BC : 

 

Minoan  civ ilization in Crete which ended with the eruption of 

volcano Thera. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1600-1100 BC : Mycenaean Greece. 

 

It lasted from the arrival of the Greeks in the Aegean around 

1600 BC to the collapse of their Bronze Age civilizat ion 

around 1100 BC. 

It is the historical setting of the epics of Homer and of most 

Greek mythology. 

The Mycenaean period takes its name from the archaeological 

site Mycenae in the Peloponnesos. 

 

The collapse of the Mycenaean coincided with the fall of 

several other large empires in the near east, most notably the 

Hittite  and the Egyptian. The cause may be attributed to an 

invasion of the sea people wielding iron weapons. When the 

Dorians came down into Greece they also were equipped 

with superior iron weapons, easily dispersing the already 

weakened Mycenaeans. 

 

 

 

 

Minoan Palace : Knossos 

 
Throne Room 

 
 
 

Archaeological Site of Mycenae 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycenaean_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycenae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peloponnesos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hittites
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_people

